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[ / 29. (New) A method in an auction system for bidding on an item beinj; 
au9aoned, the method comprising: 

sending to a aser a display descri^Ji^i identifying the item to be auctioned and 
for requesting to submit a bid for tiie item; 

receiving from the user acquest to submit a bid for the item; 
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determining whether the user can be authenticated based on inforjaation in tht 
received request; 

when the user can be authenticated based on information/ in the received 
request, placing the bid on behalf of the user; and 

when the user caimot be authenticated based on infopiiation in the received 

request, 

sending to the user a display descxipti^^i requesting authenticatioTi 

information; 

receiving from the user authenticatioiyinformation; 

determining whether the user c^ be authenticated based on the 
received authentication information; and 

when the user can be authenticated based on the received authentication 
information, placing the bid on behalf of the user/ 



30. (New) The method of>claim 29 wherein the received request includes 
information stored in a cookie on a commtter of the user. 

31. (New) The memod of claim 29 wherein the determining whether the 
usei^ can be authenticated based information in the received request includes: 

extracting a user identifier from the received request; and 

determining vvjbfether the user identified by the user identifier is registered. 



32. (^CTv) The method of claim 29 wherein the determining whether the 
user can be authenticated based on information in the received request includes determinini; 
whether the user is^uthorized to submit bids. 



}3. (New) The method of claim 29 including when the user cannot be 
authenticated based on information in the received request, determining whether the bid is 
acceptable before sending to the user a display description requesting authentication 
infonnsttion. 
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34. (New) The method of claim 29 including after sending to the user a 
display description requesting authentication information, when the^er is not cuirentl\ 
registered, registering the user. 

35. (New) The method of claim 29 wherdn a sxxggested bid amount is 
included in the display description sent to the user that identmes the item. 

36. (New) The method of claim 29 including before placing a bid on 
behalf of the user, sending to the user a display de^ription requesting confirmation to place 
the bid. 

37. (New) The method of^ claim 29 wherein sending to the user a display 
description requesting authentication information, receiving from the user authenticatioi) 
inforraation, and determining whether the user can be authenticated based on the received 
authentication information compose manual authentication. 

38. (New) Jhs method of claim 37 wherein the manual authenticatioji 
expires after a fixed time. 

39. mew) The method of claim 37 wherein the manual authentication 
expires based onv/)^cn a bid was last placed by the user. 

Z(New) The method of claim 37 wherein the manual authenticatioi i 
L when the user last interacted with the auction system. 




41. (New) The method of claim 37 wherein the manual authentication 
expirp^ after a time that is detennined based on the user's past interactions with the auction 

:em. 



42. (New) The method of claim 37 wherein the user specifies condition*; 
for expiration of the manual authentication. 
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43. (New) The method of claim 29 wher^iB^me display description 
identifying the item to be auctioned and for requesting to^suranit a bid for the item does noi 
include a request for manual authentication infoimajic^ 

44. (New) A method^jn^an auction system for bidding on a^item beinji 
-uctioned, the method comprising: 

receiving from a user a request to submit a bid for the ^em, the requesi 
optionally including automatic authentication information; 

automatically authenticating the user based on tl^ received automatic 
authentication information; 

when the user can be automatically authenticated, jrtacing the bid on behalf ol 

the user; and 

when the user cannot be automatically authent^ated, 
manually authenticating the user; andy 

when the user can be manually aul^nticated, placing the bid on behall 

of the user. 



45, (New) The method of clainr 44 wherein the received request includes 
automatic authentication infonnation from a codlcie stored on a computer of the user. 

46, (New) The method o/ claim 44 wherein automatically authenticating', 
the user based on the received automatic authentication information includes: 

extracting a user identifiemrom the received request; and 
determining whether theyuser identifier identifies a registered user. 

47, (New) The mfethod of claim 46 including detennining whether the usei 
identified by the user identifier is authorized to submit bids. 



48- (New) /The method of claim 44 including determining whether the bid 
is acceptable before manually authenticating the user. 
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49. (New) The method of claim 44 including when the user^iannot be 
manually authenticated, registering the user. 

50. (New) The method of claim 44 including before ridceiving from the 
user a request to submit a bid for the item, sending to the user a/ display descriptioii 
identifying the item to be auctioned and for requesting to submit ^id at a suggested bid 
amount for the item. 

51. (New) The m^ethod of cMm 44 including before placing a bid on 
behalf of the user, sending to the user a display descriptioiyrequestmg confirmation to place 
the bid. 

52. (New) The melhod of claim 444vherein manual authentication includes 
sending to the user a display description requesftng authentication information, receiving 
from the user authentication information, and determining whether the user can be 
authenticated based on the received authentication information. 



53. (New) The method/of claim 44 wherein after manual authentication ol' 
the user, a subsequent bid is place on behalf of the user using semi-automatic authentication. 

54. (New) The ymethod of claim 44 wherein the manual authentication 
expires after a fixed time. 

55. (New) /The method of claim 44 wherein the manual authentication 
expires based on when a bid was last placed by the user. 



56. (New) The method of claim 44 wherein the manual authentication 
expires based on whm the user last interacted with the auction system. 
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57. (New) The method of claim 44 wherein the manual authen;0catioii 
expires after a time that is determined based on the user's past interactions with th6 auction 
system. 

58. (New) The method of claim 44 wherein the user species conditions 
for expiration of the manual authentication. 

59. (New) The method of claim 44 including befo^^e receiving from the 
user a request to submit a bid for the item, sending to the user a display description 
identifying the item to be auctioned and for requesting to submit/a bid for the item wherein 
the sent display description does not include a request/ for manual authenticatjon 
information, 

60. (New) A method in an auction system for bidding otyin item being 
auctioned, the method comprising: 

sending to a user a display description identifying theil^ to be auctioned and 
for requesting to submit a bid for the item, the displaj^escription not requesting 
authentication information; 

receiving from the user a request to placp^ bid for the item; and 

after receiving the request to place a^lnd for the item, 

sending to the user a ^play description requesting authentication 

information; 

receiving from the^sex authentication information; 
determining wpether the user can be authenticated based on the 
received authentication information; and 

when ^ user can be authenticated based on the received authentication 
information, placing thc/lnd on behalf of the user. 

61. / (New) The method of claim 60 including determining whether the bitl 
is acceptable/6efore sending to the user a display description requesting authratication 
informatioi 
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62. (New) The method of claim 60 including after sentKzig to the user a 
display description requesting authentication information and when the jiser is not cxunrentl^ 
registered, registering the user. 

63. (New) The method of claim 60 whereix/ a suggested bid amoimt is 
included in the display description sent to the user that identifies the item. 



64. (New) The method of claim ^0 including before placing a bid on 
behalf of the user, sending to the user a display de^ription requesting confirmation to plact 
the bid. 



65. (New) The method of claim 60 wherein sending to the user a displa> 
description requesting authentication mformation, receiving from the user authenticatiop 
information, and determining whether the user can be authenticated based on the received 
authentication information coi^o^ manual authentication. 

66. (New) /The method of claim 65 wherein the manual authentication 
expires after a fixed time. 

67. ^ew) The method of claim 65 wherein the manual authentication 
expires based ra^^en a bid was last placed by the user. 

/68. (New) The method of claim 65 wherein the manual authentication 
expires ba^ed on when the user last interacted with the auction system. 

69. (New) The method of claim 65 whereia the manual authentication 
expires after a time that is determined based on the user's past interactions with the auction 
system. 

70. I (New) The method of claim 65 wherein the user specifies conditions 
for expiration of the manual authentication. 
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71. (New) A computer-readable medium contaiiung instnictions for 
controlling a computer system to place a bid on an item being auctioned/ by a method 
comprising: 

receiving from a user a request to submit a bid for the item; 
automatically authenticating the user based on the received: request; 
when the user cannot be automatically authenticated, nianually authenticatin}; 

the user; and 

after authenticating the xiser, placing the bid on behalf of the user. 

72. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 71 wherein tht: 
received request includes automatic authentication infonnat^n from a cookie stored on a 
computer of the user. 

73. (New) The computer-readable /medium of claim 71 wherein 
automatically authenticating the user based on the received request includes: 

extracting a user identifier from the recpved request; and 
determining whether the user identifier identifies a registered user. 

74. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 71 including 
determining whether the bid is acceptable before manually authenticating the user. 

75. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 71 including when the 
user is not manually authenticated, registering the user. 

76. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 71 including befon; 
receiving from the user a request to submit a bid for the item, sending to the user a display 
description identifying the item to 1^ auctioned and for requesting to submit a bid at a 
suggested bid amount for the item. 

77- (New) The ycomputer-readable medium of claim 71 including before 
placing a bid on behalf of the uset, requesting from the user confirmation to place the bid. 
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78, (New) The computer-readable medium of claim ?/ wherein nianu»l 
authentication includes sending to the user a display description requi^ting authentication 
information, receiving from tibie user authentication infonnation, aiid determining whether 
the user can be authenticated based on the received authentication information. 



79. (New) The computer-readable medii 
manual authentication of the user, a subsequent bid is ph 
semi-automatic authentication. 



fed 



of claim 71 wherein after 
on behalf of the user usinj; 



80. (New) The computer-readable m/dium of claim 71 wherein the manual 
authentication expires after a fixed period. 

81. (New) The computer-readajSle medium of claim 71 wherein the manual 
authentication expires based on when a bid was last submitted by the user. 

82. (New) The computefTTeadable medium of claim 7 1 wherein the manua I 
authentication expires based on when ther user last interacted with the auction system. 

83 . (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 7 1 wherein the manual 
authentication expires after a tii^e period that is deteraiined based on the user's pasr 
interactions. 

84. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 71 wherein the usei" 
specifies conditions for expiation of the manual authentication. 



85. (New) The computer-readable medium of claim 71 including before 
receiving from the use/ a request to submit a bid for tbe item, sending to the user a display 
description identifying the item to be auctioned and for requesting to submit a bid for thf 
item wherein the ysent display description does not include a request for manual 
authentication infoimation. 
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86. (New) An auction system comprising: 

means for receiving from the user a request to place ajbfd for fbe item, the 
request not including authentication inforaiation; 

means for sending to the user a request for authqiftication infomiation aftei 
receiving the request to place a bid for the item; 

means for receiving from the user the requ^^ted authentication information: 

and 

means for placing the bid on behalf/of the user when the user can bt 
authenticated based on the received authentication information. 

87, (New) The auction /tystem of claim 86 including means for 
determining whether the bid is acceptajrte before sending to the user the request for 
authentication information. 



88. (New) The auction system of claim 86 including means for registerinj.'. 



the user. 



89. (NewV^The auction system of claim 86 means for sending to the user i! 
display description of th/ item that includes a suggested bid amount 

90. / (New) The auction system of claim 86 wherein the means for placintr 
the bid on behalf^ of the user includes sending to the user a display description requestiuL; 
confimiation tc/ place the bid. 

91. (New) The auction system of claim 86 wherein the user remains 
authenticated for subsequent submitting of bids. 



92. (New) The auction system of claim 86 wherein the authentication 
jires after a certain period. 
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93. (New) The auction system of claim 86 wherein the ^^fithentication 
expires based on when a bid was last placed by the user, 

94. (New) The auction system of claim 86 wherein the authenticatioTi 
expires based on when the user last interacted with the auction system. 

95. (New) The auction system of claim/86 wherein the authenticatioTi 
expires based on the user's past interactions with the auction system. 

96. (New) The auction system pi claim 86 wherein the user specifies 
conditions for expiration of the authentication. 

97. (New) An auction system comprising: 

a component that sends^ a display description identifying an item to be 

auctioned; 

a component that rep^eives a request to submit a bid; 

a component tha|/deteimines whether a user requesting to submit the bid caji 
be authenticated based on information in the received request; 

a component^ that, when the user cannot be authenticated based on information 
in the received request,/sends a request for authentication information; 

a component that receives authentication information; 

a component that detennines whether the user can be authenticated based on 
the received authentication information; and 

' component that, when the user can be authenticated, places the bid on behalf 

of the user. 




98. (New) The auction system of claim 97 wherein the received request 
includes information stored in a cookie on a computer of the user. 

99. (New) The auction system of claim 97 wherein the component thai 
ietermines whether the user can be authenticated based information in the received requesi 
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extracts a user identifier from the received request and determines whemer the user 
identifier identifies a registered user. / 

100. (New) The auction system of claim 97 incluaing a component thai 
determines whether the bid is acceptable before sending a inquest for authenticatio]i 
information. / 




101. (New) The auction system of dmm 97 including a component thai 
registers the user after sending flie request for authMification information. 

102. (New) The auction syst^ of claim 97 wherein a suggested bid amouni 
is included in the display description sent to the user that identifies the item. 



103. (New) The auction system of claim 97 including a component thai 
requests confirmation to place th^bid, 

104. (New)/ The auction system of claim 97 wherein tiie authentication 
based on the received authentication information expires after a fixed time. 

105. / (New) The auction system of claim 97 wherein the authenticatior 
based on the received authentication information expires based on when a bid was last 
placed by the/iser. 

/ 106. (New) The auction system of claim 97 wherein the authentication 
based /on the received authentication information expires based on when the user last 
interacted with the auction system, 

/ 107. (New) The auction system of claim 97 wherein the authentication 

/ based on the received authentication information expires after a period that is determined 
/ based on the user's past interactions with the auction system. 
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108. (New) The auction system of claim 97 wherein the user/specifies 
conditions for expiration of the authentication based on the received a;ittienticatio.Ti 
information. 



109. (New) The auction system of claim 97 wherein th6 display description 
identifying the item to be auctioned does not include a reqjtest for authentication 
information, 

110. (New) A method in computer systenp^for bidding on an item beinj'. 
auctioned, the method comprising: 

receiving from an auction system a dispj^y description identifying the item to 
be auctioned and for requesting to submit a bid for tiie item; 

displaying the received display desaiption identifying the item; 
receiving from a user an indication to submit the bid for the item; 
sending to the auction sy^^ a request to submit the bid, the request 
optionally including automatic authentijsmion information for the user; 

when the auction system cannot authenticate the user based on automatic 
authentication information in the received request, 

receivingyfrom the auction system a display description requesting' 
manual authentication information; 

disM-ying the received display description requesting manual 
authentication inform^iion; 

receiving from the user manual authentication information; and 
sending to the auction system the received manual authentication 

information;^d 

when the user can be authenticated by the auction system, receiving from the 
auctionZ&ystem an indication that the bid was placed on behalf of the user. 



111. (New) The method of claim 110 including retrieving the automatic 
authentication information from a cookie. 
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112. (New) The method of claim 110 including before repeiving from the 
auction system a display description requesting manual authentication infcmnation, receivinji 
an indication that the bid is not acceptable. / 

113. (New) The method of claim 110 wherein/a suggested bid amount is 
included in the display description received from the auction system that identifies the item. 

114. (New) The method of claim 110 including before receiving from the 
auction system an indication that the bid was placed4)n behalf of the user, receiving from 
the auction system a display description requestingxonfinnation to place the bid. 

115. (New) The method of daim 110 wherein after the user is authenticated 
based on the manual authentication information, the user is automatically authenticated foi 
subsequent bidding. / 

116. (New) The/method of claim 115 wherein the authentication based on 
the manual authentication infonnation expires after a fixed time. 

117. (New) The method of claim 115 wherein the authentication based on 
the manual authenticraon information expires based on when a bid was last placed by the 
user. / 

A 18. (New) The method of claim 115 wherein the authentication based on 
the manual authentication infonnation expires based on when the user last interacted witli 
die auc^n system. 

/ 119. (New) The method of claim 115 wherein the authentication based 071 

the manual authentication information expires after a time period that is deteraiined base<.L 
on the user's past interactions with the auction system. 
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120. (New) The method of claimJHl^^ wherein the user specifies conditions 
for expiration of the authentication based oiKthe manual authentication information. 



121. (New)^Tne method of claim 115 wherein the display description 
identifying the item auctioned does not include a request for manual authenticatioji 
information. 
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